Proposal for CertSIG Exam Preparation Sessions
I’ve heard that “craziness” is the state of doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results each time.  I’d like to propose that we do something “really different” in the sessions for our preparation for Exam 70-536, Framework 2.0 Application Development Foundation.  Hopefully, the approach will motivate all the participants to “get their hands dirty” with at least a portion of the material that’s being covered.  Also, it might make our sessions become real Learning experiences, rather than just “information gathering” time.  And, it could turn out to be a lot of fun!

Here’s what I’m proposing:

1) We’re using the Microsoft Press book Exam 70-536, Framework 2.0 Application Development Foundation by Northrup and Wildermuth, ISBN 978-0-7356-2277-7. (Dave at www.nerdbooks.com has it available for about $42.)
2) This book has 16 chapters.

3) We’ve agreed to try to cover four chapters a month.

4) Someone (Jesse, I think) suggested that since we’re meeting on the 2nd and 3rd Saturdays, we try to cover 3 chapters on the 2nd Saturday and 1 chapter on the 3rd Saturday.  The rationale is that there is only one intervening week between the two sessions and less time to prepare for the 3rd Saturday session.  I think we ought to try this.

5) Each chapter in the book has at least 3 or 4 Lessons covering different topics.

6) Each Lesson has a Lab consisting of several exercises.

7) (Magic Number 7) What about having class participants volunteer (?) to conduct a brief “walkthrough” of one or two Lesson Labs?

8) The conduct of a walkthrough should be brief:

a. Have your exercise(s) completed before class.

b. If you have a laptop you can demo from it, or else load your solution onto my laptop. I’ll have Visual Studio 2005 and 2008 versions available.

c. State (or display) what your walkthrough is demonstrating.

d. Mention any features, concepts, new terms, etc. described in the book.

e. Step through the main points of the code using the VS Debugger.

f. Sit down and receive the accolades of your peers for a job well done.

9) Some of the earlier labs in the book are quite short and a demo should take only a few minutes.  We’ll have to see how this works for the later chapters where the demos are more complex.
10)  If you choose not to participate at this level because of being uncomfortable in talking before a group we’ll respect that and not badger you.  However, choosing to not participate because you are lazy or just don’t want to participate will indicate that you are becoming a Non-Participant, and will be both shunned and ostracized in future group dynamics.

11)  Chapter 1 has 4 Labs; Chapter 2,4 Labs, and Chapter 3, 2 Labs – Plenty of opportunities.  That will be 10 demos for the first session if we do them all, which may be too many unless some presentations are demos of multiple Labs. 
12)  I would recommend your doing all the labs in a multi-project solution as you work through the book; that way you won’t have to do any special preparation for a demo.  If you need some help on how to do this, please let me know.
13)  Will YOU volunteer to do a walkthrough of a Lab or two for the first session on June 14?  If so, please let me know if some Lab in particular appeals to you in the first three chapters – first come, first served on who does what (based on your return email timestamp).

14)  Or – please let me know if you don’t feel comfortable conducting a walkthrough.  And I’ll put you on the “Do Not Badger” List and respect your wishes.  However, until I hear directly from you, I’ll just presume you haven’t responded yet – one way or the other.

15) I’d like to have some means of posting a schedule of previous and upcoming presenters – maybe we can do this in the SharePoint web site (help!).

16)  Please participate! And send me any feedback or any other suggestions you have on how to make the Exam preparation a better experience for all us all.
Tom Perkins

tomperk@gmail.com
