CertSIG Starts a New Certification Series (Starting June 14, 2008)
Starting in the month of  June for the “2nd Saturday” afternoon meeting, the North Texas PC User Group Certification SIG (CertSIG) begins a new Visual Studio 2008 Certification Series.  The first exam we will prepare for is the 70-735 exam: Microsoft .NET Framework 2.0 Application Development Foundation, required for all 2008 Microsoft Certified Technology Specialist exams.  Although this first exam is based on Framework 2.0, the remainder of the exams in the series will be focused on Framework 3.5.
Why might you be interested?

Several reasons come to mind – first, if you’re interested in obtaining Visual Studio 2008 Certifications, this is a good way to actually get going on the exams.  Secondly, if you’re interested in learning the basics of .NET programming, this exam is a great place to start.  It covers the real fundamentals of .NET, starting with “types”, “classes”, “objects”, and so on – then moving into more advanced topics such as Collections, Generics, Threading, and more.  Thirdly, the class will go on through the summer into September, and it’s a good place to learn these topics while working through exercises with fellow developers.  I can almost guarantee you’ll have fun doing it.
How will it work?

Well, we will meet every 2nd and 3rd Saturday at 2:00 pm at Nerdbooks (www.nerdbooks.com)  on Firman Drive in Richardson (a few minutes later on 3rd Saturdays to enable NTPCUG members to get from King of Glory Lutheran Church to Nerdbooks).  The sessions will last between 2 and 2 ½ hours each Saturday.  The first session is on Saturday, June 14, 2008.
Will the group be using a study book?

We are using the recommended Study Kit (read book) for this exam: MCTS .NET Framework 2.0 Application Development Foundation, Microsoft Press ISBN 978-0-7356-2277-7, by Tony Northrup and Shawn Wildermuth.  This book is a great introduction to .NET programming, quite comprehensive, and filled with code examples and hands-on exercises.

The book consists of 16 chapters.  Each chapter contains 2 to 4 lessons, and each lesson has a Lab Exercise associated with it.  The (Microsoft) estimated study time for an individual lesson ranges from 20 minutes up to an hour.
How will the study sessions be conducted?

What our past experiences have shown is that with developers, one of the most fun ways to learn stuff in a group is have a volunteer “walk through” some code, line by line, and have other members review and comment (sharp-shoot) on the code.  Our plan is to have a volunteer prepare the code for a given Lesson Lab and do a walkthrough of that code in front of the group, using the group’s projector and a laptop.  Our plan is to cover the lessons in two chapters each meeting, so that could be up to eight presentations per Saturday.  (No problem if you just don’t feel good about making a presentation – just let us know and we won’t badger you.)



Isn’t that a lot of material to present?

Yes.  And we’ll have to see how it goes.  Admittedly, the proposed study is fast-paced and covers a lot in a hurry.  One problem is that there is so much material (16 chapters) and we want to set a time limit (end of September) on the class so it won’t run on forever.  We also want to avoid burnout – having one person do all the class preparation for a topic doesn’t work well at all.  Sharing the presentation load might just be one way to avoid this problem.  And past experience has shown that these presentations are just downright fun to be a part of.

VB.NET or C#?

Both. Either.

If I’m interested, what should I do?

First of all, become a member of NTPCUG.  The dues for our illustrious group are only $36.00 per year and have all sorts of other benefits (see www.ntpcug.org for info about joining and benefits).  Although visitors are encouraged, the class is set up as a benefit for members of NTPCUG.

Second, get a book (ISBN 978-0-7356-2277-7).  You can order one from Nerdbooks www.nerdbooks.com (Dave at Nerdbooks has been a wonderful host, has these books on order, and would appreciate your support.)
Third, get a copy of Visual Studio .NET.  If you’re serious about continuing the 2008 MCTS exam series, you would probably want to purchase a full copy of VS 2008.  However, this first exam is based on the 2.0 Framework, and you can work the class examples and exercises with a version of Visual Studio 2005.  Check out an Express Edition at http://www.microsoft.com/express/,  
Fourth, read Chapters 1 and 2 for the June 14th meeting.

Fifth, work through the Labs for all Lessons in Chapters 1 and 2 for the June 14th meeting.

Sixth, if one of these labs was particularly interesting to you, contact Tom Perkins (tomperki@gmail.com) to volunteer to present a walkthrough or code review.

Seventh, show up on Saturday, June 14th at 2:00 pm at Nerdbooks, 1681 Firman Drive
Richardson, TX 75081.  Use the side door, not the front door.  Don’t be put off by Dave’s roaming Labrador Retrievers – they’re just part of the atmosphere at Nerdbooks.

What’s the near-term schedule?
June 14 – Chapters 1 and 2

· Value Types, Reference Types, Constructing Classes, Converting Between Types

· File System Navigation, Reading and Writing Files, Compressing Streams, Isolated Storage

June 21 – Chapters 3 and 4

· Regular Expressions, Encoding and Decoding

· Collecting Data Items, Sequential Lists, Specialized Collections, Generic Collections
July 12 – Chapters 5 and 6

· Serializing Objects, XML Serialization, Custom Serialization

· Drawing Graphics, Working with Images, Formatting Text

July 19 – Chapters 7 and 8

· Creating Threads, Sharing Data, Asynchronous Programming Model

· Creating Application Domains, Configuring Application Domains, Creating Windows Services

What if I can’t make all the sessions?

If you, unlike most developers, really do “have a Life” -- no problem.  Attend what you can, participate as much as possible – let’s try to keep this effort as simple and as easy as possible.   The important thing is to have fun whilst learning the material.  Work on the session material you miss when you can.

Questions or comments?

Contact Tom Perkins (tomperki@gmail.com) or Chris Morgan (chris.morgan@ntpcug.org)
